110      MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
Hotel Weimar had nothing to distinguish it from
other small hotels in Marienbad ; now it is a vaslT
establishment, replete, as the advertisements say,
"with every luxury." The King's apartments
are still kept as they were in those days when
he paid his annual visit. The hotelier has kept
all in order, and so it is to remain.
But not only has the Hotel Weimar grown, but
the whole of Marienbad; it is very different from
the tiny spa, buried in a nest of wooded hills, as I
first knew it twenty years ago.    No doubt Marien-
bad would have grown even without the King's
visit;   but his visits have lengthened the season,
which formerly ended early in August, but now
extends to September.   His visits, moreover, made
Marienbad known all over the world, and brought
visitors from every part.    Marienbad has, then,
every reason to be grateful to King Edward.   He,
too, was grateful to Marienbad, and expressed his
intention to go there every year as long as he
lived.    It was on the King's initiative that the
golf links were laid out, and during his stay he
was to be seen there every afternoon.   He was
also often at the lawn-tennis matches, and always
gave  a  prize.   The theatre  has  assumed  quite
another aspect since the Prince  of  Wales first
visited it in August 1897.   It, too, has an extended
season.   At   first  the  usual   performances   were
given ; later a " star " was engaged, but the King
was too great a lover of the German drama to be
content with inferior pieces.   As soon as this was
known, some of the best plays were given, and